I9i6                        CHAPTER XIX
THE WAR AT ITS  CLIMAX
AT the end of January, 1916, the country passed from voluntary
service to conscription.    The Derby scheme for recruiting
launched in the previous  October had failed to give the
^cessary numbers, and Asquith was now bound to redeem
pledge to the married men who had volunteered under
scheme that they would not be called up until the young
unmarried men had been brought in.    There was serious
opposition both in the Cabinet and in the country;  Sir John
Simon resigned from the Cabinet;  organized Labour, fearing
that military would be followed by industrial conscription,
was declared by its leaders to be against it root and branch.
The Cabinet was badly shaken by the controversy; one scheme
had to amended by another, Ministers had to adjourn debate
in the House of Commons pending agreement with one
another, the Prime Minister was said to be on the point of
*Ag in despair of healing the differences among his
^s.   In the end it was decided that nothing short of
nd immediate compulsion for all male subjects between
of 18 and 41, married as well as single, would meet
and a Bill to that effect was carried through both
of Parliament and became law on May 25.    The
ss of the situation procured its acceptance by all parties
inent and the country.
t R^dlion
er event which seriously shook the Government and out die differences of opinion among its members fcfeh Rebellion which took, place in Easter week this
Mr. Redmond announced in the House of Commons 3» I9I4» t3bt the Irish party would support the in the war, topes ran higfr that fighting together
188ough the Government was called a Coalition, the parties to it remained parties still, and on certain critical occasions were largely governed by what they thought would be acceptable to their supporters. Party feeling reasserted itself in the struggle over compulsory service, which was carried through in the teeth of strong Labour and Radical opposition in the spring of 1916, and on the Irish question later in the year. At the front almost everything seemed to go wrong. Not only was the Dardanelles Expedition a failure, but the great offensive in France planned by General Joffre for the^itumn led to immense losses with litde results. The Britis^phpld up before Loos? die Erendb,
